
AUTHOR URGES SPORTS LEAGUES AND RELATED ENTERTAINMENT TO REJECT HIP HOP 
 
     A family of four sits in their third row seats that mom and dad saved for weeks to buy. The family can 

only afford to go to a couple of games a year, so they all hope it’s a good game. So do the church youth 

groups and Girl or Boy Scout troops that bused kids from hours away for their annual trips and even the 

eager fans watching the game with the kids at home. Everyone is on the edge of their seat with 

anticipation. 

     The teams are stretching and getting ready to play. The anticipation of the crowd is almost tangible 

and everyone is ready for an epic battle against a heated rival. To top it all off, the arena’s PA system 

starts pumping the latest hip-hop song to add to the electric ambiance. This music, pumped through the 

speakers before the players are introduced, played during timeouts and prominent in television 

presentation, is used to hype the players and the crowd, but is the content and message in this music 

right for the family/youth experience that sports leagues want to deliver?  

      Author Jason Irby, a University of Arkansas at Little Rock alum, doesn’t think it is and he is making an  
 
effort to change the music that is being accepted and promoted by the sports leagues. Irby is the author  
 
of the “Love Within Life” series of books about life’s shared experiences. His latest book in the series,  
 
“Love Within Life, So You Want to Stop Violence?” is the backdrop for his project to bring awareness to 
 
what is a contradictory practice in professional sports. 
 
     The NBA, NFL and college sports are among the various U.S. entertainment industries that take pride  
 
in delivering a family-friendly experience. Yet, if you listen to the music that is played at these  
 
events and in cross-promotion for these sports, if you study the lyrics of some of the songs that are  
 
featured, a different conclusion could be made.  
 
     “The beats, rhythms and flow are awesome, but the messages in an overwhelming number of hip- 
 
hop songs pertain to get high, get wild, get wasted, all of which are against team, social and industry  
 
conduct standards,” Irby said.  
 



     Even something as innocent as the music the NBA used for this year’s playoffs, a song called ‘Timber’  
 
which features the artists Pitbull and Keisha, may cause patrons and parents to pause if you hear the  
 
original song. There is a line that states, ‘Let’s make a night you won’t remember.’ In other words: let’s  
 
get so intoxicated/wasted that you won’t recall the evening. The lyrics are different for the NBA version,  
 
but the message is there for the youth to hear on the radio. 
 
     The problem with that message is the way that it is juxtaposed with the message of a family/ youth 
 
atmosphere that the sports leagues like to promote. The NBA Cares and the NFL PLAY 60 programs  
 
respectively tout the leagues as being a positive influence on the community and as a source promoting  
 
the benefits of exercise for youths. How can those same leagues then promote that the nation’s youth  
 
should party so hard that they don’t remember? In other words, live a lifestyle of get high, get wild, get  
 
wasted, Irby said. 
 
     Irby said that hip-hop is played at the games, recommended on league playlists, highlighted on sports  
 
talk shows, used as bumper (background) music on sports radio and endorsed by players as motivational  
 
music. Irby is asking for the local and national community to bring this contradictory juxtaposition to  
 
the attention of all the sports leagues. He wants to encourage awareness of the messages that are in  
 
the music, which seems to be used with little thought behind the meaning. He wants to encourage  
 
youth to consider choices that include wellness. Making choices to live well is something that is  
 
promoted by his books.  
 
     The explicit language, the threat of violence, the irresponsible behavior and sexual promiscuity that is  
 
evident in a lot of the music counters everything that sports are promoted as being about. Teamwork,  
 
togetherness and a sense of belonging to something bigger than oneself. It is Irby’s concern that the  
 
positive message is what is missing from the music. Even college sports presents hip hop artist as part of  
 
their game day, homecoming and other celebrations. The college youth are bombarded with negative  
 
messages and content on campuses of higher learning. They are encouraged to get high, wild and  
 



wasted, he said. 
 
     One thing that Irby wanted to make clear is that this is not a campaign against hip-hop in general, but  
 
about the messages in the particular music chosen. “I believe that there is so much talent out there  
 
in hip-hop that we don’t have to go there, (to the) inappropriate and profane,” he said. The UALR  
 
graduate minored in music while completing his bachelor’s and master’s in journalism. 
 
     Supporting Irby are some of his UALR mentors, such as journalism professor Carlton “Sonny” Rhodes,  
 
who believes in the noble intentions of the writer. “I think he has a great heart. It’s really encouraging  
 
to see someone working so hard to make the world a better place,” Rhodes said. Sentiments shared  
 
by Timothy Edwards, a UALR journalism professor with doctorate in communication. “It’s an interesting  
 
campaign and a daunting task to capture the attention of corporate America and bring social issues that  
 
may not be so obvious to their attention and I wish him well. I hope he succeeds,” Edwards said. 
 
     Irby, who is a father himself, couldn’t just point to a single moment as the reason for his pursuit  
 
of change. He pointed to growing up and being taught certain values and realizing that some of the  
 
messages of the music go against those values. He also said that working with youth organizations  
 
that were about awareness of life affecting choices. Another moment occurred when Irby was sitting 
 
between his parents and children watching something on television that was “kind of on the edge.” 
 
enough so that it made him uncomfortable for both his parents and his children. 
 
    “I feel like there are enough challenges in our homes, in our communities and the world,” Irby said.  
 
“I know sometimes we face challenges, but after you get high, get wild, get wasted, when you come  
 
back out of that, when you wake up. What do you wake up to? So much negativity gets through and it  
 
is detrimental to the livelihood and healthy development of our youth.” With his books and his  
 
campaign to bring attention to the music that is being played by sports leagues, Irby hopes that the  
 
choice of a life of wellness is also offered to youth as a valid option.  
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